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Since the first publication of 
the Bulletin, the History 
Center’s board has been 
busy with a number of 
initiatives to insure the 
continued growth of the 
organization and to establish 
processes that will keep us 
focused on the achievement 
of our two primary goals: the 
acquisition of property and 
construction of the History 
Center and the continued 
development of a stellar 
website.  Our success will be 
instrumental in presenting the 
many stories (including those 
that have been yet to be told) 
about the people who worked 
for Southern Pacific, 

including for its predecessor and affiliated companies from 1853 (in the Houston, Texas 
area) until the merger of Southern Pacific into the Union Pacific on September 11, 1996.  

We are very excited about having located a 7.6-acre parcel of property in Rocklin, which 
is ideal for our future needs, and Scott Inman, president of the History Center, will provide 
details about the site, as well as a vision rendering for the building, in his president’s letter 
below. 
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Former Southern Pacific steam locomotive fireman John Teshara helped 
steam SP 2472 for the first time in six years on Wednesday, October 6, 2021.  
To view a video of scenes of the day’s event, please click on the link at the 
end of the Bulletin.  Photo by Mike Pechner. 
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We continue to receive collections of Southern Pacific-related books, pictures, 
documents, films and videos, dining car items, ephemera, and more, and we are currently 
in discussions with various individuals about donating their memorabilia to the History 
Center.  If you wish to make a donation, please contact the History Center at 
splives@splives.org.  The History Center’s archives are kept in a well-maintained climate-
controlled and alarmed facility in north Sacramento.  Board  member Ron Swehla, the 
History Center’s archivist, spends several days a week processing, organizing, and 
cataloging received items.  When the History Center is built, the archives in north 
Sacramento will be relocated to that facility to be used for exhibits (in the History Center 
and on its website) and historians and others will be provided access to books, articles, 
documents, and other items when doing research at the facility. 

We are pleased to announce that during first half of December 2021, the History Center 
will publish the first edition of its quarterly journal, The Southern Pacific Experience, and 
Southern Pacific historian and author, Dave Bernstein, is the editor.  Dave was employed 
by Southern Pacific as a dispatcher on the east end of Southern Pacific and staff member 
of the operations, planning, and control office located in San Francisco. In addition, Dave 
has authored five books on Southern Pacific. 

While the directors and volunteers contribute their time to the History Center, there are 
numerous expenses associated with its various activities.  These include the publication 
of the journal; the rendering for the History Center; transporting Southern Pacific 
collections and other items to north Sacramento, rent for our archives in north 
Sacramento and leased property in Rocklin where larger Southern Pacific items are 
stored until they can be moved to the History Center’s building and grounds; expenses 
associated with the website; and more.   

Although several directors have generously contributed financially to the History Center, 
additional funding is necessary for sustainability and future growth.  To this end, the 
History Center has recently created various levels of memberships, which can be found 
at https://www.splives.org/plans-pricing.  You will note that each type of membership comes 
with various benefits, including a subscription to the Experience.  We look forward to your 
joining the History Center and being a part of our continued development.  There are 
other ways one can financially support the History Center: (i) consider making a purchase 
from our online shops (https://www.splives.org/shop), and please do check back as we plan 
to add items; (ii) you may wish to give a member of your family or a friend an electronic 
gift card   (https://www.splives.org/gift-card), which can be used to make purchases through 
the website; or (iii) perhaps donate, either in your name, family member, or for a friend 
(https://www.splives.org/gift). 

In addition, during this past summer, Gary Hunter, another Southern Pacific alum, joined 
the History Center’s board.  Gary, who has been a consultant to the railroad industry 
throughout the United States for many years, brings his strong analytical, financial, and 
leadership skills to the board. 

https://www.splives.org/
https://www.splives.org/plans-pricing
https://www.splives.org/shop
https://www.splives.org/gift-card
https://www.splives.org/gift


3 
 

President’s letter from the desk of Scott Inman: 

It is with great pleasure to reveal the artist rendering for the proposed Southern Pacific 
Railroad History Center with all of you.  A team of creative talent including renowned 
railroad artist J. Craig Thorpe, Bob Zenk, and Mark Brown helped transform our floor plan 
into this rendering.  It is bold, features exhibits and rolling stock we aspire to acquire, and 
incorporates the legacy of the entire Southern Pacific system.  With your help, we can 
and will make this a reality so future generations can appreciate the corporation that was 
instrumental in achieving our Nation’s manifest destiny; very involved in economically 
developing and settling population in a large part of the Western United States; and 
providing employment and economic sustenance for hundreds of thousands employees 
and their families during its existence. 

 

Many of our followers have asked where we plan to build this larger facility after we 
discovered that we would not be able to develop the former Central Pacific Roundhouse 
site in Rocklin, California.  We have identified another 7.6-acre property near Highway 65 
and Sunset Boulevard in Rocklin that has premium access, is free of any environmental 
issues, has no existing development, and is properly zoned for our use.  We plan to make 
an offer on this property in 2022 once our capital campaign has secured enough funds to 
acquire it.  This property is approximately twice the size of our original plan and is more 
expensive, but the location is well worth the extra effort and fundraising.  The property 
faces the former Southern Pacific Valley Mainline that ran between Los Angeles and 
Portland, is very close to the Donner Route, Roseville Yard, and is in an excellent area.  
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We will feature additional information on the property acquisition in a future issue of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad History Center Bulletin. 

Did you know that the Southern Pacific Railroad History Center now offers memberships?  
We have recently rolled-out a comprehensive membership program with several options 
and levels of annual support.  Joining is very easy and can be done online in only a few 
minutes!  As a gift of your membership, you will receive a quarterly digital magazine called 
The Southern Pacific Experience, edited by Southern Pacific historian David Bernstein.  
We are proud to offer youth and family memberships for up to five people.  If you would 
consider joining at a Sustaining Level or higher, the amount of your dues above the basic 
membership prices are considered a donation and are tax-deductible!  To view a full list 
of available memberships and to join the organization, please visit our website at 
https://www.splives.org/ and click on the “Join” tab.  Anyone who joins before April 30, 
2022, will be recognized as a Founding Member!  

Just in time for the holiday shopping season, we have added a wide 
selection of merchandise and apparel to our online store!  Please 
take a moment to view our hats, jackets, shirts, and sweatshirts.  Polo 
shirts are also available in a ladies’ cut.  Please consider buying some 
of our apparel and wearing it to events.   

We also have received copies of Historic SP and the greater Bay, a 
new two-hour DVD by Charles Smiley that features classic Southern 
Pacific in the San Francisco area.  There is also a 25-minute chapter 
on the Northwestern Pacific that shows the audience clips of the 
History Center’s Budd Car operating on the NWP.  The History 
Center contributed color 16mm films taken by Al Phelps from its 
collection for this project.  Please consider buying one for yourself or 
for a friend as a holiday gift.  All profit from sales of merchandise will 
go to support building the museum! 

As you know, we will build a first-class museum and history center to memorialize the 
Southern Pacific and the many contributions made by its employees over the decades.  
Our capital campaign will be launching next year, and we will need your support to 
achieve the mission.  We have completed most of our due diligence in preparation of the 
campaign such as the master plan, proposed exhibits, artist rendering, site location, and 
memberships.  We will be focusing our efforts in the future on promotion, fundraising, and 
building our membership.  Our fundraising will go toward the property purchase, then the 
museum building.  Our revenue from memberships will support the cost of the journal, 
transporting the collections acquired by the History Center, operating our huge archive 
facility in north Sacramento, ongoing equipment and artifact restoration projects, and 
other recurring expenses. 

We need your help volunteering in our archive, building a fence in Rocklin, and with a few 
woodworking projects.  Our archivist generally works three or four days a week and we 

Jacket with SPRHC logo 
and SP medallion on 
back and also available 
with SPRHC logo only 
on front. 

https://www.splives.org/
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are open to the public by appointment.  If you would like to tour our archives in person or 
volunteer to help us in any way, please send me an email at tighttrains@hotmail.com.   

Thanks to the generosity of one of our board members, we contracted former California 
State Railroad Museum Curator Stephen Drew to perform a restoration feasibility survey 
on our historic wood passenger car that we were gifted last year.  The goal of the survey 
is to study the car, its hardware, surviving originality, paint layering and surviving lettering.  
A major discovery was very recently uncovered while sanding paint in search of surviving 
lettering.  A number painted on the interior above the door revealed the car was SP MW 
76.  Paint researcher, Andrew Brandon, carefully sanded down through many layers of 
paint and was able to find the lettering. 

However, SP MW 76 was not 
former Central Pacific coach 12.  
It is actually Southern Pacific of 
California (Northern Division) 
2nd class coach 50, built in the 
Central Pacific Sacramento 
Shops in 1876.  It became SP 
MW 76 on October 31, 1900, 
was photographed in Oakland 
in 1938, and was retired in 
1943, becoming a shed in 
Stockton. 

While the car does not have the 
fascinating heritage of CP 
coach 12, it is now known to be 
one of the extremely rare 
survivors of passenger cars 
built in the Central Pacific 
Sacramento Shops, and so is 
an exciting car.  Further, unlike most other survivors, this car received relatively few 
modifications over the years (other than the hole in the side) – including retaining its 
original roof structure.  The railroad often modernized roofs on early passenger cars, 
eliminating the original vents, but this car retains its original vents on the exterior. 

We may never know exactly why the owner of the car in Calistoga painted it as Central 
Pacific 12, but the record has now been set straight on this survivor thanks to our efforts. 

 
Wanted: Oral histories of former Southern Pacific System employees.  If you wish to 
contribute, or are aware of an existing oral history, please contact Bill Fowler at 
wefowler@pm.me. 
 

   

Andrew Brandon carefully sanding through the many layers of paint in the 
interior of Southern Pacific 2nd class coach 50.  This photo was taken by 
Stephen Drew, former chief curator of the California State Railroad 
Museum, and noted railroad historian. 

mailto:wefowler@pm.me
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To watch the operation of Southern Pacific  Locomotive 2472 under steam in Schellville, 
California for the first time in six years, please click on the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiQnV6vO7CU. 
 

 

 

 

 SP SD45T-2R 6855 lead a hotshot LABRF as it passed SP SD40T-2 8381 with the low-priority RVEUM  in the siding 
at Fields, Oregon on April 2, 1989.  Photo by Dean Ferris from Facebook. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiQnV6vO7CU

