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Edited by Bill Fowler 
This is the first edition of the Southern Pacific Railroad History Center’s Southern Pacific Bulletin, and 
it will be published monthly.  We are excited to announce the History Center’s newly reconstituted 
board of directors, which includes a great great grandson of a Chinese immigrant who worked on the 
construction of the Central Pacific through and over the Sierra Nevada and  five former Southern 
Pacific officers, four of whom began their careers as agreement employees, and the plans of the board 
to develop a first-rate museum to capture the history of the entire Southern Pacific System.   
 
What is more is that the History Center’s website has been completely redesigned and it can be 
accessed by clicking on the following link: (https://www.splives.org/).  Please enjoy the wonderful slide 
show on the Home Page and we hope you have an opportunity to review our recently revised master 
plan (https://www.splives.org/master-plan).  It is our intent to extensively expand the content of the 
website so that those who are unable to visit the museum are able to experience the vast history of 
the Southern Pacific System.  In addition, we have many Southern Pacific related photos, and they 
will be changed out on a regular basis.   
 
We are looking forward to putting our vision in place and looking forward to your support. 
 
And now, meet Scott Inman, president of the History Center, and read his enthusiastic comments 
about the future of the History Center. 
 
It is my sincere pleasure to welcome you to read and enjoy the inaugural Bulletin of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad History Center.  We are a not-for-profit organization with a specific intent to build a 
world-class museum dedicated to the legacy and preservation of the Southern Pacific Company and 
the railroads it operated between its earliest antecedent in Texas in 1853 and the final day of operation 
in September 1996.  To give you a small glimpse of our vision and goals, I invite you to view the many 
pages featured on our new website.  Due to the efforts of SPRHC Director Bill Fowler, the organization 
recently completed a website project that created a new site from scratch.  We hope you enjoy its 
many pages of information about the organization, our collection, and the history of the Southern 
Pacific.  We will continue to add information about our growing efforts as we progress. 
 
Some of you may have heard that our original goal of building the History Center Museum adjacent to 
the original Rocklin, California roundhouse foundation became too problematic and costly to pursue.  
We made a great effort over several years to work out property agreements with Union Pacific and the 
City of Rocklin to develop the roundhouse site, as we believed the issues with the site's size, access, 
and encroaching neighbors could be solved.  Once we learned there were significant environmental 
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issues with the site as well, the organization determined it would be in our best interest to seek an 
alternative site, preferably in Rocklin, that would suit our needs.  We quickly redesigned our master 
plan to include floor drawings that feature a 200' x 400' facility that is large enough to feature the 
programming we will need.  A facility of this size will allow us to tell the entire history of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad, its parent company, the Eastern Lines including the Cotton Belt, and keep our growing 
collection of artifacts and hardware under one roof.  Our current plan has enough space to fit both of 
our historic passenger cars side-by-side, which will give visitors an opportunity to view the 
advancements in passenger rail traffic between May 10, 1869, at Promontory, Utah when CP 12 was 
first used and May 1, 1971, when SP-10 was retired.  We also intend to acquire a significant example 
of rolling stock that was operated on the Eastern Lines or Cotton Belt.  Our organization is uniquely 
positioned to feature this level of historical journey and more.   
 

The year 2021 will be an exciting one for the History 
Center.  We will continue to lease the roundhouse 
property in Rocklin from Union Pacific.  Thanks to the 
efforts of volunteer Demetri Drakos, we now have a 
restoration compound at the roundhouse site.  Three 
containers have been placed on site and Teichert 
Construction Company of Sacramento, California 
donated a generous amount of gravel to drive on and 
provide a clean area to work.  We will be announcing 
work parties once we are able to secure fencing for 
the compound.  In addition to our physical presence, 
we have added several new directors to our board of 
directors, and I encourage you to read about our team 
on the website.  Director Raymond Chong and our 
former Southern Pacific officer board members bring 
a great deal of experience and energy to the 
organization.  We are proud to have all of them on 
our board! 
 
In addition, the History Center has established a 
climate controlled and alarmed facility located in an 
industrial park in north Sacramento.  Board member 
Ron Swehla can often be found at the facility 
documenting and organizing donated documents, 
photos and slide collections, and other items that will 

be eventually located at the museum.  If you have anything related to the history of the Southern 
Pacific System you wish to donate, please contact us at splives@splives.org.  
 
If you would like to make a monetary tax-deductible contribution of any size to our efforts, please visit 
the donation page of the website (https://www.splives.org/donate).  Using PayPal, you may also 
pledge a recurring donation to the organization.  We appreciate your generosity, and it will help us 
preserve our archive holdings, restore our growing artifact collection, and get us closer to securing a 
site for the History Center.  We will keep you all posted on our prospective locations in future issues 
of the newsletter. 
 
Best regards, 
Scott Inman 
SPRHC President   

The above photo shows the three containers and the 
newly-donated and graded gravel.  Photo by Demetri 
Drakos. 
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